Scattered flock 4 18 23 outside the box

Bible verses: Mt. 9:1-8 9 Jesus climbed into a boat and went back across the lake to his own town. 2 Some people brought to him a paralyzed man on a mat. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “Be encouraged, my child! Your sins are forgiven.” 3 But some of the teachers of religious law said to themselves, “That’s blasphemy! Does he think he’s God?”4 Jesus knew[a] what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do you have such evil thoughts in your hearts? 5 Is it easier to say ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up and walk’? 6 So I will prove to you that the Son of Man[b] has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!”7 And the man jumped up and went home! 8 Fear swept through the crowd as they saw this happen. And they praised God for giving humans such authority.  Nlt

Song: Faith, Mighty Faith
Faith, Mighty Faith  the promise sees and looks to God alone. Laughs at impossibilities and shouts “it shall be done.” And shouts “it shall be, shall be done, and shouts ‘it shall be done, shall be done.” Laughs at impossibilities and shouts “it shall be done!”

Prayer:    
Lord, we pray that You would empower Your people around the world to  have this kind of faith which is outside the box – the box of impossibilities, the box of expectations of correct religious behavior, the box of propriety and “appropriateness.”  Thank you for the friends of this paralyzed man who risked so much for his healing because they valued him and they believed Jesus had the power and the will to heal him. May our churches overflow with people of this kind of love and faith.  Amen.





