Scattered flock 4 20 23  Say the word

Bible passage Matthew 8:5-13
5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 ‘Lord,’ he said, ‘my servant lies at home paralysed, suffering terribly.’ 7 Jesus said to him, ‘Shall I come and heal him?’
8 The centurion replied, ‘Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, “Go,” and he goes; and that one, “Come,” and he comes. I say to my servant, “Do this,” and he does it.’
10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, ‘Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.’ And his servant was healed at that moment.
Song: Praise my soul, the King of heaven
Praise my soul, the King of heaven to his feet thy tribute bring; ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, every more his praises sing. Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting King! Praise him for  his grace and favor to all people in distress. Praise Him, still the same forever, slow to chide and swift to bless. Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious in his faithfulness! (words Henry Lyte, music John Goss)
Prayer:
Lord, give us the same great faith as that centurion in our scripture today.  We want to envision the answer of our prayer even before it happens BECAUSE nothing is impossible with You.  You are the One who ransoms, heals, restores and forgives all our people’s distress.  Thank You for that compassionate, all-powerful word: “let it be done just as you believed it would “ Amen and amen. 





