Scattered flock 4 27 22  once a slave now a brother

Bible passage: Philemon: 1:10-16
0-14 While here in jail, I’ve fathered a child, so to speak. And here he is, hand-carrying this letter—Onesimus! He was useless to you before; now he’s useful to both of us. I’m sending him back to you, but it feels like I’m cutting off my right arm in doing so. I wanted in the worst way to keep him here as your stand-in to help out while I’m in jail for the Message. But I didn’t want to do anything behind your back, make you do a good deed that you hadn’t willingly agreed to. 15-16 Maybe it’s all for the best that you lost him for a while. You’re getting him back now for good—and no mere slave this time, but a true Christian brother! That’s what he was to me—he’ll be even more than that to you.  The Message

Song: Now I Belong to Jesus
Jesus my Lord will love me forever, from him no power of evil can sever: he gave his life to ransom my soul. Now I Belong to him. Refrain: Now I Belong to Jesus, Jesus belongs to me, not for the years of time alone, but for eternity 
Once I was lost in sin’s degradation, Jesus came down to bring me salvation, lifted me up from sorrow and shame. Now I Belong to him.  Refrain.  (words and music: Norman Clayton)

Prayer:
How we praise You, Lord, for the gift of Your salvation.  We all have been like Onesimus, slaves to our sin and egocentric self – even when we weren’t in the ownership of another person.  And we all have acted out the same rebellion – running away from our rightful master.  Thank You that You have lifted us out of sorrow and shame and we belong to You, our good Master forever. Hallelujah! Amen.
