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Bible passage: Mt. 12:43-45
When an evil[a] spirit leaves a person, it goes into the desert, seeking rest but finding none. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to the person I came from.’ So it returns and finds its former home empty, swept, and in order. 45 Then the spirit finds seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they all enter the person and live there. And so that person is worse off than before. That will be the experience of this evil generation.” NLT… You may think you have cleaned out the junk from your lives and gotten ready for God, but you weren’t hospitable to my kingdom message, and now all the devils are moving back in.”(The Message)

Song: Our Father, we have wandered
Our Father, we have wandered and hidden from your face: in foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 
But now in exile dwelling, we rise with fear and shame, as distant but compelling, we hear you call our name.
O Lord of all the living, both banished and restored, compassionate, forgiving and ever caring Lord,
Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease, Stretch out your hand in blessings, 
in pardon and in peace. (words: Levin Nichols, music: Hans Leo Hassler)

Prayer:
Lord, we pray today for all who may know of You but keep wandering away, choosing their own path – even of self-reformation. Help them to know they can’t get delivered from the power of sin and evil by their own efforts. Turn their hearts fully to You in hope and trust so they can live fully in your pardon and grace and denounce every form of evil they entertained in the past. We pray this in Your strong name, Jesus. Amen.
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