Scattered flock 3 15 21 all that glitters

Bible verses: Mt. 19:16-26
16 Another day, a man stopped Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?”
17 Jesus said, “Why do you question me about what’s good? God is the One who is good. If you want to enter the life of God, just do what he tells you.” 18-19 The man asked, “What in particular?”
Jesus said, “Don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t lie, honor your father and mother, and love your neighbor as you do yourself.” 20 The young man said, “I’ve done all that. What’s left?”
21 “If you want to give it all you’ve got,” Jesus replied, “go sell your possessions; give everything to the poor. All your wealth will then be in heaven. Then come follow me.”
22 That was the last thing the young man expected to hear. And so, crestfallen, he walked away. He was holding on tight to a lot of things, and he couldn’t bear to let go. 23-24 As he watched him go, Jesus told his disciples, “Do you have any idea how difficult it is for the rich to enter God’s kingdom? Let me tell you, it’s easier to gallop a camel through a needle’s eye than for the rich to enter God’s kingdom.”
25 The disciples were staggered. “Then who has any chance at all?” (Message)
26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible but with God all things are possible“(NIV) 

Song: Jesus Calls Us
Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea. Day by day his sweet voice soundeth, saying ‘Christian, follow me.’ Jesus calls us from the worship of this vain world’s golden store, from each idol that would keep us, saying, ‘Christian, love me more.’
In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, still he calls, in cares and pleasures, saying, ‘Christian, love me more than these.’ Jesus calls us – by thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call, give our hearts to thine obedience, serve and love thee best of all. (Cecil Alexander, music; The Christian Lyre)

Prayer:
Lord, we remember also the words of John: ‘Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. 16 For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world.’ So shield us from its enticements, Lord,  and help us fix our heart and minds on fulfilling what is central to Your heart. May we love You best of all. Amen.


