Scattered flock 3 23 21 house of prayer

Bible verses: Mt. 21:12-16
2-14 Jesus went straight to the Temple and threw out everyone who had set up shop, buying and selling. He kicked over the tables of loan sharks and the stalls of dove merchants. He quoted this text: ‘My house was designated a house of prayer’ but you have made it a hangout for thieves. Now there was room for the blind and crippled to get in. They came to Jesus and he healed them.15-16 When the religious leaders saw the outrageous things he was doing, and heard all the children running and shouting through the Temple, “Hosanna to David’s Son!” they were up in arms and took him to task. “Do you hear what these children are saying?” Jesus said, “Yes, I hear them. And haven’t you read in God’s Word, ‘From the mouths of children and babies I’ll furnish a place of praise’?” (Message)

Song: What a Friend
What a friend we ha ve in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit; o what needless pain we bear, all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer!
Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? Precious Savior, still our refuge – take it to the Lord in prayer! Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.  (words: Joseph Scriven, music: Charles Converse)

Prayer
How wonderful that You call us to take everything to You in prayer – where You welcome us, shield us, comfort us and answer us. Thank You that You have opened up this privilege to all peoples in all nations. In the text, we notice that after You had cleared out all the merchants from the temple, then ‘there was room for the blind and crippled to get in,’ come to you and be healed. Keep us, Lord, from our sinful, selfish preoccupations in Your presence that exclude so many others. May we open our hearts, our homes and our prayers to the needy so they, too, can be healed by You. In Your name, Jehovah Rapha. Amen.

