Scattered Flock 3 1 21 Faith that persists

Bible verses: Mt. 15:21-28
In the non-Jewish region of Lebanon 22 He encountered a Canaanite woman who screamed out to him, “Lord, Son of David, show mercy to me! My daughter is horribly afflicted by a demon that torments her.” 23 But Jesus never answered her. So his disciples said to him, “Why do you ignore this woman who is crying out to us?”24 Jesus said, “I’ve only been sent to the lost sheep of Israel.” 25 But she came and bowed down before him and said, “Lord, help me!” 26 Jesus responded, “It’s not right for a man to take bread from his children and throw it out to the dogs.” 27 “You’re right, Lord,” she replied. “But even puppies get to eat the crumbs that fall from the prince’s table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Dear woman, your faith is strong! What you desire will be done for you.” And at that very moment, her daughter was instantly set free from demonic torment. (Passion)

Song: My Faith Looks Up to Thee
My Faith Looks Up to Thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! Now hear me when I pray,
take all my guilt away; o let me from this day be wholly thine!
May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire; as thou hast died for me, O may my love to thee, pure, warm and changeless be, a living fire!
	(words: Ray Palmer, music: Lowell Mason)

Prayer:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lord, would you give us the faith of that Canaanite women who persisted in her request for healing for her demon-possessed daughter. Thank You that she understood who You are and laid hold of Your purpose to bring Your healing and life to all peoples. Thank You for Your merciful and gracious answer to her desperate plea. Keep Your people from discouragement when circumstances seem to make our requests impossible. May we believe, like she did, that nothing is impossible with You. It’s never a matter of our worthiness; only of Your merciful compassion and power over every tactic of the enemy. We would live in Your victory, Lord. Amen.  
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