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Bible verses: Mt. 5:21-24
21-22 “You’re familiar with the command to the ancients, ‘Do not murder.’ I’m telling you that anyone who is so much as angry with a brother or sister is guilty of murder. Carelessly call a brother ‘idiot!’ and you just might find yourself hauled into court. Thoughtlessly yell ‘stupid!’ at a sister and you are on the brink of hellfire. The simple moral fact is that words kill.
23-24 “This is how I want you to conduct yourself in these matters. If you enter your place of worship and, about to make an offering, you suddenly remember a grudge a friend has against you, abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to this friend and make things right. Then and only then, come back and work things out with God. (The Message) 

Song: Let there be peace on earth
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God our Creator, children all are we; let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now; with every step I take,
Let this be my solemn vow: to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. (words and music: Cy Miller and Jill Jackson)

Prayer:
Lord, how we need You to cleanse our hearts and keep watch over the door of our lips (Ps. 141:3). The  poisonous divisiveness toward others in the US is killing what is good and pure and noble and honorable. Help us not to allow bitterness or anger to grow in our minds. Root out all the negative thoughts and lies we believe about ourselves or others. Give us the courage to be peacemakers and work for the common good. Let Your mercy, peace and love reign among Your people, Lord, lest we dishonor Your name. Amen
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