Scattered flock 3 2 21 – the Bread of Heaven

Bible verses: Mt. 15:32-39
32 Jesus called his disciples to himself and said,“I care deeply about all these people, for they’ve already been with me for three days without food. I don’t want to send them away fasting or else they may be overcome by weakness on their journey home.”33 So the disciples said to him, “Where in the world are we going to find enough food in this desolate place to feed this crowd?” 34 “How many barley loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.“Seven,” they replied, “and a few small fish.”35 So he gave the order, “Have the people sit down on the grass.”36 Then he took the seven loaves and the fish and gave thanks to God. He broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, who then distributed the food to the crowds.37 When everyone was full and satisfied, they gathered up the leftovers. And from what was once seven loaves and a few fish, they filled seven baskets!38 There were 4 thousand men who ate the food Jesus multiplied, and even more including the women and children! (Passion)

Song: Guide me O thou Great Jehovah
Guide me O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land; I am weak but thou art mighty,
Hold me with thy powerful hand. Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more. Feed me till I want no more.	 
Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow; let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield, be thou still my strength and shield.	(words: William Willliams, music:  John Hughes)

Prayer
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lord, for all the people who feel they are in a “desolate place” and their souls (and bodies) are faint, touch them in the Spirit and multiply Your grace and peace to them (2 Pet. 1:2). You are “the bread of life” and You promise that those “who come to You will never go hungry and those who believe in You will never be thirsty” (Jn.6:35). Come and meet us in our deep distress. Nothing is impossible with You.  Uphold us with Your powerful hand. And be merciful to us with the baskets of plenty left over after we meet You. Help us believe Eph. 3:20. Amen. 
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