Scattered flock 3 25 21 Jesus’ authority

Bible verses: Mt. 21:23-27
23 When Jesus returned to the Temple and began teaching, the leading priests and elders came up to him. They demanded, “By what authority are you doing all these things? Who gave you the right?”
24 “I’ll tell you by what authority I do these things if you answer one question,” Jesus replied. 25 “Did John’s authority to baptize come from heaven, or was it merely human?”
They talked it over among themselves. “If we say it was from heaven, he will ask us why we didn’t believe John. 26 But if we say it was merely human, we’ll be mobbed because the people believe John was a prophet.” 27 So they finally replied, “We don’t know.”
And Jesus responded, “Then I won’t tell you by what authority I do these things. NLT

Song: At the Name of Jesus
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess him King of glory now.
Tis he Father’s pleasure we should call him Lord, who from the beginning was the Mighty Word.
In your hearts enthrone him, there let him subdue all that is not holy, all that is not true.
Crown him as your sovereign in temptation’s hour; let his will enfold you in its mighty power.
	(words Carolyn Noel,  music; Ralph Vaughan Williams)

Prayer:
Lord, we celebrate Your authority over all evil powers and over all the wickedness in the world. We know this authority was given You by the Father. And now You have passed it on to Your followers so we too can rebuke evil in Your name and claim the victory You won in triumph on the cross. In the midst of all the suffering and sin in us and in the world, help us continually affirm Your Lordship in us to “subdue all that is not holy, all that is not true” by Your mighty power. In Your mighty Name. Amen.



