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Bible verses: Mt. 10:16-22
16 Now, remember, it is I who sends you out, even though you feel vulnerable as lambs going into a pack of wolves. So be as shrewd as snakes yet as harmless[a] as doves.”17 “Be on your guard! For there will be those who will betray you before their religious councils and brutally beat you with whips in their public gatherings.[b] 18 And because you follow me, they will take you to stand trial in front of rulers and even kings as an opportunity to testify of me before them and the unbelievers.[c] 19 So when they arrest you, don’t worry about how to speak or what you are to say, for the Holy Spirit will give you at that very moment the words to speak. 20 It won’t be you speaking but the Spirit of your Father repeatedly speaking through you.[d] 21 “A brother will betray his brother unto death—even a father his child! Children will rise up against their parents and have them put to death. 22 Expect to be hated by all because of my name, but be faithful to the end and you will experience life and deliverance.[e] (Passion)

Song: Stand up, stand up for Jesus
Stand up, stand up for Jesus, you soldiers of the cross. Lift high his royal banner, it must not suffer loss; from victory unto victory his army shall he lead, till every foe is vanquished and Christ is Lord indeed.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus, stand in his strength alone; the arm of flesh shall fail you, you dare not trust your own.  Put on the gospel armor, each piece put on with prayer. Where duty calls or danger, be never wanting there.	(Words: George Duffield, music: George Webb).

Prayer:
Lord, it is a fearful thing to be sent out as sheep into a pack of wolves. But we praise You for the centuries of Your people who have faced Your foes and triumphed. Thank You for the evidences of Your Spirit speaking through them and Your Spirit sustaining them and giving them fresh courage day to day.  Give us this same courage, Lord, so we don’t shrink from our calling as Your soldiers of the cross in this time of history. For Your sake. Amen.
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