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Bible verses: Mt. 4:1-11
4 Afterward, the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the lonely wilderness in order to reveal his strength against the accuser[a] by going through the ordeal of testing.[b] 2 And after fasting for forty days,[c] Jesus was extremely weak and famished. 3 Then the tempter came to entice him to provide food by doing a miracle. So he said to Jesus, “How can you possibly be the Son of God and go hungry? Just order these stones to be turned into loaves of bread.” 4 He answered, “The Scriptures say: Bread alone will not satisfy,[d]    but true life is found in every word, which constantly goes forth from God’s mouth.”[e]5 Then the accuser transported Jesus to the holy city of Jerusalem and perched him at the highest point[f] of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you’re really God’s Son, jump, and the angels will catch you. For it is written in the Scriptures: He will command his angels to protect you and they will lift you up so that you won’t even bruise your foot on a rock.”[g]7 Once again Jesus said to him, “The Scriptures say: You must never put the Lord your God to a test.”[h]8 And the third time the accuser lifted Jesus up into a very high mountain range and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and all the splendor that goes with it. 9 “All of these kingdoms I will give to you,” the accuser said, “if only you will kneel down before me and worship me.”10 But Jesus said, “Go away, enemy![i] For the Scriptures say: Kneel before the Lord your God and worship only him.”[j]11 At once the accuser left him, and angels suddenly gathered around Jesus to minister to his needs. (Passion Translation)

Song: The Battle Belongs to the Lord
When the power of darkness comes in like a flood, The Battle Belongs to the Lord!
He’s raised up a standard, the power of his blood, The Battle Belongs to the Lord!
Refrain: We sing glory, honor, power and strength to the Lord! 2 x  	(Words and music: Jamie Owens-Collins)

Prayer:
This is the promise we need, Lord, as we start 2021: The battle belongs to You for You are the victor over all the powers of the enemy. Thank You for this sure basis of hope and confidence. Now, help Your people resist the enemy, and win Christ’s battles on earth as we push back the darkness. Help us say, as Jesus said, “‘Go away, enemy!’ Jesus has already defeated you!” Then we can live in Your victory in 2021. Hallelujah! Amen.
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