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Bible verses: Mt. 19:1-10
The Pharisees were intent on putting Jesus to the test with difficult questions, so they approached him and asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce[b] his wife for any reason?”[c] 4 “Haven’t you read the Scriptures about creation?” Jesus replied. “The Creator made us male and female from the very beginning,[d] 5 and ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and live with his wife.[e] And the two will become one flesh.’[f] 6 From then on, they are no longer two, but united as one. So what God unites let no one divide!”7 They responded, “So then why did Moses command us to give a certificate of divorce and it would be lawful?”8 Jesus said, “Moses permitted you to divorce because your hearts are so hard and stubborn,[g] but originally there was no such thing. 9 But I say to you, whoever leaves his wife for any reason other than immorality, then takes another wife is living in adultery. And whoever takes a divorced woman in marriage is also living in adultery.”[h]10 His disciples spoke up and said, “If this is the standard, then it seems better to never get married.” (Passion)
Song: O perfect Love
O perfect Love, all human thought transcending, lowly we kneel in prayer before your throne, That theirs may be the love which knows no ending, whom yu forevermore unite as one. O perfect Life, be now their full assurance of tender charity and steadfast faith, of patient hope and quiet, brave endurance with child-like trust that fears no pain or death. (words: Dorothy Gurney, music: Joseph Barnby)
Prayer:
Lord, You alone are the perfect Love that holds marriages together. We need Your love that believes all things, hopes all things and endures all things. We need your tender charity and steadfast faith to cherish those You have given us in this sacred bond and the child-like trust to be faithful to our marriage covenants unto death. In Your name. Amen.


