Scattered flock 1 14 21 living generously toward others
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bible verses: Mt. 5:43-48
43-47 “You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,’ and its unwritten companion, ‘Hate your enemy.’ I’m challenging that. I’m telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the supple moves of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does. He gives his best…to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that.
48 “In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.” (The Message)

Song: Help us accept each other
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; teach us as sister, brother each person to embrace
Be present, Lord, among us and help us to believe we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved in living situations to do the truth in love,
To practice your acceptance until we know by heart the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.
Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread.
We need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; renew us with your Spirit, Lord, free us, make us one!
	(words: Fred Kaan, music; John Ness Beck)

Prayer:
Lord, in this historical time in US history Your clear call to a higher standard is desperately needed.  Hatred abounds and those who “live generously toward others” are threatened for their peace-making overtures. We cry out for mercy for Your people who still defame and slander those they don’t agree with. “Let Your acceptance change us so that in living situations we may know by heart the table of forgiveness.” Empower us in the Spirit to “live toward others the way God lives toward us.” Restrain Your people from violence, Lord;“renew us with Your Spirit, free us, and make us one!” Amen.
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