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Bible verses: Mt. 3: 13-17
13-14 Jesus then appeared, arriving at the Jordan River from Galilee. He wanted John to baptize him. John objected, “I’m the one who needs to be baptized, not you!” 15 But Jesus insisted. “Do it. God’s work, putting things right all these centuries, is coming together right now in this baptism.” So John did it.
16-17 The moment Jesus came up out of the baptismal waters, the skies opened up and he saw God’s Spirit—it looked like a dove—descending and landing on him. And along with the Spirit, a voice: “This is my Son, chosen and marked by my love, delight of my life.” The Message

Song: Have Thine Own Way, Lord!
Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Thou art the Potter, I am the clay.
Mold me and make me after thy will while I am waiting, yielded and still.
Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! Hold o’er my being absolute sway!
Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see Christ only, always, living in me!
	(words: Adelaide Pollard, Music: George Stebbins)

Prayer:
Father, we thank You on this New Years Eve that Jesus’ obedience in baptism was to herald the beginning of His Messianic reign. Thank You that You parted the heavens, sent the Spirit to anoint Jesus for ministry, and spoke words of great love and affirmation over Him. This new year we want to please You and obey Your directives, even if we don’t see how it works into Your plan of history. Empower us, Lord, and in mercy continue to pour your love into our hearts. Then “all shall see Christ only, always, living me.” Then Your light will shine in this very dark, troubled time. For Your sake. Amen.
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