Scattered flock 1 7 21 the beatitudes #2
Bible verses: Matthew 5:7-12
God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.
9 God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.
10 God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
11 “God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.

Song; Rejoice ye pure in heart
Rejoice ye pure in heart, rejoice, give thanks and sing; your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.  Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing.
Yes, on through life’s long path, still chanting as you go, from youth to age, by night and day, in gladness and in woe: Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. (words: Edward Plumptre, Music: Arthur Messiter)

Prayer:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lord, today we would put on the breastplate of righteousness, the righteousness You give us, so we can come boldly into Your presence. Thank You that is part of our spiritual armor, (Eph.6:14) so our purity of heart is not first by our efforts but by your decree. But then, Lord, we need you to empower us to make the choices needed to keep our thoughts and hearts clean hour by hour. We know, as we do this, that we will see You in ever deeper ways of fellowship and wonder. Draw us nearer, nearer precious Lord, so our faces radiate the glory of those who walk and talk with You.  Amen.
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