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Bible verses: Mt. 16:13-20
3 When Jesus came to Caesarea Philippi,[a] he asked his disciples this question: “What are the people saying about me, the Son of Man? Who do they believe I am?”
14 They answered, “Some are convinced you are John the Baptizer, others say you are Elijah reincarnated, or Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 “But you—who do you say that I am?” Jesus asked.16 Simon Peter spoke up and said, “You are the Anointed One,[b] the Son of the living God!”17 Jesus replied, “You are favored and privileged Simeon, son of Jonah![c] For you didn’t discover this on your own, but my Father in heaven has supernaturally revealed it to you. 18 I give you the name Peter, a stone.[d] And this truth of who I am will be the bedrock foundation on which I will build my church—my legislative assembly,[e] and the power of death[f] will not be able to overpower it![g] 19 I will give you the keys[h] of heaven’s kingdom realm to forbid on earth that which is forbidden in heaven, and to release on earth that which is released in heaven.”[i] 20 He then gave his disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was God’s Anointed One. (Passion)

Song: How Sweet the Name
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s ear! It soothes my sorrows, heals my wounds, and drives away my fear.  It makes the wounded spirit whole and calms the troubled breast; it satisfies the hungry soul, and gives the weary rest.  Dear name, the rock on which I build, my shield and hiding place, my never failing treasury, filled with boundless stores of grace. Jesus, my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, my Prophet, Priest and King. My Lord, my life, my way, my end accept the praise I bring.	(words: John Newton, music: Chris Bowater)

Prayer:
The words of this hymn are our prayer and praise to you today, Lord. Your name is the key to all we hope to be and do. “There IS “strength in the name of the Lord. There IS power in the name of the Lord; there IS hope in the name of the Lord” (words and music: Phil McHugh, Sandi Patti,  Gloria Gaither). Hallelujah! Amen..
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