Scattered flock 12 4 21 faith is the victory

Bible passage: I John 5:1-5
5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Messiah is God’s spiritual child and has been fathered by God himself. And everyone who loves Father God loves his children as well. 2 This is how we can be sure that we love the children of God: by having a passionate love for God and by obedience to his commands. 3 True love for God means obeying his commands, and his commands don’t weigh us down as heavy burdens.[a] 4 You see, every child of God overcomes[b] the world, for our faith is the victorious power that triumphs over the world. 5 So who are the world conquerors, defeating its power? Those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God.
Footnotes
5:3 God’s grace empowers us to love, which makes his commands a delight instead of a duty. The spontaneity of love is never crushed by the commands of a loving God.
5:4 The Greek verb tense indicates continuous action, “continually conquers the world” (system).  Passion

Song: Faith is the victory
Refrain: Faith is the victory, 2x   O glorious victory that overcomes the world.
Encamped along the hills of light ye Christian soldiers rise and press the battle ere the night shall veil the glowing skies.
Against the foes in vales below let all our strength be hurled. Faith is the victory we know that overcomes the world.  (words: John Yeats, Music: Ira Sankey)

Prayer: 
Lord, we’re grateful for the footnotes in the Passion translation.  We praise You for the “victorious power of faith which continually conquers the world system.” And for “Your grace that empowers us to love, which makes God’s commands a delight instead of a duty.“ These truths sustain us and give us courage and hope as we move into 2022. Thank You, Lord! Amen.
