Scattered flock- caring for the poor 8 6 22

Proverbs 17:5, 19:17, 21:6.21:13,22:16,22:22-23
17:5 He who mocks the poor shows contempt for their Maker; whoever gloats over disaster will not go unpunished.
19:17 He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord; and he will reward him for what he has done.
21:6 A fortune made by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a deadly snare
21;13 If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered.
22:16 He who oppresses the poor to increase his wealth, and he who gives gifts to the rich – both come to poverty 
22:9 A generous man will himself be blessed for he shares his food with the poor.
22:22-23 Do not exploit the poor because they are poor, and do not crush the needy in court for the Lord will take up their case and will plunder those who plunder them.

Song: Rise Up, O Saints of God!
Rise Up, O Saints of God! From vain ambitions turn; Christ rose triumphant that your hearts with nobler zeal might burn.  Speak out, o saints of God! Despair engulfs earth’s frame; as heirs of God’s baptismal grace, his word of hope proclaim.  Rise Up, O Saints of God! His kingdom task embrace; redress sin’ s cruel consequence; give justice larger place. Commit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has trod; and quickened y the Spirit’s power, Rise Up, O Saints of God! (words: Norman Forness, music: William Walter)

Prayer:
Lord, we pray your cleansing power on Your people that the seduction of wealth and power be replaced by Your own servant heart and care for the poor. May we be your hands, feet and lips in showing kindness and fighting for justice for the poor. In Your name. Amen.
