Scattered flock 12 20 21 senseless controversies

Bible verses: 2 Tim. 2:14-18,23-24
14 Remind everyone about these things, and command them in God’s presence to stop fighting over words. Such arguments are useless, and they can ruin those who hear them.
15 Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth. 16 Avoid worthless, foolish talk that only leads to more godless behavior. 17 This kind of talk spreads like cancer,[a] as in the case of Hymenaeus and Philetus. 18 They have left the path of truth, claiming that the resurrection of the dead has already occurred; in this way, they have turned some people away from the faith.. . .23 Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments that only start fights. 24 A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with difficult people. NLT

Song: Open my eyes that I may see
Open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth you have for me; place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unlock and set me free.  Silently now, on bended knee, ready I wait your will to me; open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! Open my ears that I may hear voices of truth you send so clear and while the message falls on my ear, everything false will disappear. Silently now, on bended knee, ready I wait your will to me; open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!  (words and music: Clara Scott)

Prayer:
Lord, keep Your people from engaging in senseless controversies. They rarely bring others to faith. Instead, make us wise students of Your Word so we can discern the difference between truth and falsehood. For Your sake. Amen.
