Scattered flock 2 15 22 people need the Lord

Scripture: Isaiah 59:1-11
59 1-8 Look! Listen! GOD’s arm is not amputated—he can still save. GOD’s ears are not stopped up—he can still hear. There’s nothing wrong with God; the wrong is in you. Your wrongheaded lives caused the split between you and God. Your sins got between you so that he doesn’t hear.
Your hands are drenched in blood, your fingers dripping with guilt, Your lips smeared with lies,
your tongue swollen from muttering obscenities. No one speaks up for the right, no one deals fairly.
They trust in illusion, they tell lies,  they get pregnant with mischief and have sin-babies. . . 
They plan and plot evil, think and breathe evil, and leave a trail of wrecked lives behind them.
They know nothing about peace and less than nothing about justice. . . 9-11 Which means that we’re a far cry from fair dealing, and we’re not even close to right living. We long for light but sink into darkness, long for brightness but stumble through the night. Like the blind, we inch along a wall,
groping eyeless in the dark. We shuffle our way in broad daylight, like the dead, but somehow walking. . . We look for justice—not a sign of it; for salvation—not so much as a hint.  Message

Song: People Need the Lord
People need the Lord, people need the Lord. At the end of broken dreams, He’s the open door. People need the Lord, people need the Lord. When will we realize that people need the Lord. (words and music: Greg Nelson and Phil McHugh)

Prayer:
Lord, Open the eyes of Your people to the utter need for You all around us. Some of us have been in Christian community so long, we have lost touch with the hopelessness and despair among those who don’t know You. Even though many seem self-absorbed and content, You know the aching of their hearts and the lostness of their souls.   Move us out of our cocoons, Lord, to be Your ambassadors, pleading with people to be reconciled with God (2 Cor. 5:20-21) Amen.
