Scattered flock 2 2 22 God bears our shame

Bible verses: Isa. 54:4-8
Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not confounded, for you will not be disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of your widowhood you will remember no more.
5 For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,
    the God of the whole earth he is called. 6 For the LORD has called you like a wife deserted and grieved in spirit, like a wife of youth when she is cast off, says your God. 7 For a brief moment I deserted you,
    but with great compassion I will gather you. 8 In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you,
but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,” says the LORD, your Redeemer.ESV

Song: O Sacred head
O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down. Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown. O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine; yet though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain; mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. Lo, here I fall, m Savior! Tis I deserve thy place; look on me with thy favor, and grant to me thy grace.  (words: Bernard Clairvaux, Music: Hans Leo Hassler)

Prayer:
Lord, You know better than any human the devastation of shame. Thank You for taking our shame as well as our guilt so we can be delivered from their destructive power. You alone set us free and give us Your righteousness instead.  So now, Lord, empower Your redeemed ones to believe this truth and enter boldly into Your throne room of grace so they can partake in the miracles you want to do in and through their lives. Amen. 


