Scattered flock  11 2 21 the empty tomb

Bible verses: John 20:1-9
20 Early on Sunday morning,[a] while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 2 She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
3 Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. 4 They were both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he didn’t go in. 6 Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there, 7 while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart from the other wrappings. 8 Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and believed— 9 for until then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead. 

Song: Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!
Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days! Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed. In the desert all surrounding, see a spreading tree has grown. Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.
Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. Walk with gladness in the moring. See what love can do and dare. Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant but a friend. Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end. 
Christ is risen! Earth and heaven never more shall be the same. Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain. Tell the grim demonic chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!” God the First and Last is with us. Sing Hosanna, everyone! (words Brian Wren, music: Polish folk tune).

Prayer:
What an amazing experience it must have been for Peter and John to go into Your empty tomb, Lord, and see the folded grave clothes.  Thank You for John’s immediate faith and for Your mercy that would meet Peter and heal his tormented, sorrowful soul – just like You do today. Hallelujah! Amen.

