Scattered flock 11 3 21 called by name

Bible verses: John 20:10-18
Puzzled, Peter and the other disciple then left and went back to their homes.
11 Mary arrived back at the tomb, broken and sobbing. She stooped to peer inside, and through her tears 12 she saw two angels in dazzling white robes, sitting where Jesus’ body had been laid—one at the head and one at the feet![a] 13 “Dear woman, why are you crying?” they asked. Mary answered, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve laid him.” 14 Then she turned around to leave, and there was Jesus standing in front of her, but she didn’t realize that it was him! 15 He said to her, “Dear woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” Mary answered, thinking he was only the gardener, “Sir, if you have taken his body somewhere else, tell me, and I will go and . . .” 16 “Mary,” Jesus interrupted her.
Turning to face him, she said, “Rabboni!” (Aramaic for “My teacher!”) 17 Jesus cautioned her, “Mary, don’t cling to me,[b] for I haven’t yet ascended to God, my Father. And he’s not only my Father and God, but now he’s your Father and your God! Now go to my brothers[c] and tell them what I’ve told you, that I am ascending to my Father—and your Father, to my God—and your God!” 18 Then Mary Magdalene left to inform the disciples of her encounter with Jesus. “I have seen the Lord!” she told them. And she gave them his message,  Passion

Song:You raise me up
When I am down and O my soul, so weary, when troubles come and my heart burdened be, 
Then I am still and wait here in the silence until you come and sit awhile with me.
You raise me up so I can walk on mountains. You raise me up to walk on stormy seas.
I am strong when I am on your shoulders. You raise me up to be more than I can be. 
	(Lyricist Brendan Graham.  Music video Josh Groben)

Prayer:
Lord, the anguish Mary had at your death must have crushed her as she thought Your dead body had been taken from the tomb. How kind and compassionate You are to have met her there at the tomb, called her by name and assured her of her inclusion in Your family.  You do raise us up, Lord, when we feel broken and desperate for Your companionship. You help us walk on mountains; you carry us on Your shoulders; You make us more than we can be. Hallelujah for Your resurrection that makes all this possible! Amen.



