Scattered flock 10 29 

Bible verses: John 19: 16-30
 Then Pilate turned Jesus over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus away. 17 Carrying the cross by himself, he went to the place called Place of the Skull (in Hebrew, Golgotha). 18 There they nailed him to the cross. Two others were crucified with him, one on either side, with Jesus between them.  . . 
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they divided his clothes among the four of them. They also took his robe, but it was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 So they said, “Rather than tearing it apart, let’s throw dice[b] for it.” This fulfilled the Scripture that says, “They divided my garments among themselves and threw dice for my clothing.”[c] So that is what they did.
25 Standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary (the wife of Clopas), and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your son.” 27 And he said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then on this disciple took her into his home.
28 Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture he said, “I am thirsty.”[d] 29 A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips. 30 When Jesus had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. NLT

Song: Were You There?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Oh, oh, oh; Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?	(words and music: AfroAmerican Spiritual)

Prayer:
Thank You, Lord, that You finished the work You had come to accomplish and released Your body and spirit to death, knowing that the resurrection was soon coming. Thank You for the victory You won on the cross – but at such a cost. Keep us from ever taking our salvation for granted and living in cheap grace.  May we tremble each time we “survey the wondrous cross.” Amen. 

