Scattered flock I Cor.2:1-5   our words resting on God’s power

Bible verses: 1 Cor. 2:1-5
My brothers and sisters, when I first came to proclaim to you the secrets of God, I refused to come as an expert, trying to impress you with my eloquent speech and lofty wisdom.  For while I was with you I was determined to be consumed with one topic – Jesus, the crucified Messiah. I stood before you feeling inadequate, filled with reverence for God and trembling under the sense of the importance of my words. The message I preached and  how I preached it was not an attempt to sway you with persuasive arguments but to prove to you the almighty power of God’s Holy Spirit. For God intended that your faith not be established on man’s wisdom but by trusting in his almighty power.(Passion Translation)

Song: Wonderful words of life
Sing them over again to me Wonderful words of life. Let me more of their beauty see: Wonderful words of life.
Words of life and beauty, teach me faith and duty. Refrain: Beautiful words, wonderful words, Wonderful words of life.  Sweetly echo the gospel call Wonderful words of life. Offer pardon and peace to all, Wonderful words of life. Jesus, only Savior, sanctify forever, beautiful words, wonderful words, Wonderful words of life; beautiful words, wonderful words, Wonderful words of life. (words and music: Philip Bliss)

Prayer:
Lord, each year help us grow more and more grateful for the beautiful words, wonderful words, Wonderful words of life in the gospel. Help us to cherish them and share them freely, turning away from the temptation to impress others with our eloquence or self-importance. Your words alone offer “pardon and peace to all” and ring true in people’s hearts by the almighty power of God.  Thank You for the truth that Your words were inspired by those “carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:21  May we be similarly carried along by the Holy Spirit when we speak Your words sopeople see Your almighty power incarnated.  Amen.  . 










