Scattered flock 7 11 22

Bible verses: Joshua 23:6-14
6 “So be very careful to follow everything Moses wrote in the Book of Instruction. Do not deviate from it, turning either to the right or to the left. 7 Make sure you do not associate with the other people still remaining in the land. Do not even mention the names of their gods, much less swear by them or serve them or worship them. 8 Rather, cling tightly to the LORD your God as you have done until now.
9 “For the LORD has driven out great and powerful nations for you, and no one has yet been able to defeat you. 10 Each one of you will put to flight a thousand of the enemy, for the LORD your God fights for you, just as he has promised. 11 So be very careful to love the LORD your God. 12 “But if you turn away from him and cling to the customs of the survivors of these nations remaining among you, and if you intermarry with them, 13 then know for certain that the LORD your God will no longer drive them out of your land. Instead, they will be a snare and a trap to you, a whip for your backs and thorny brambles in your eyes, and you will vanish from this good land the LORD your God has given you.
14 . . .Deep in your hearts you know that every promise of the LORD your God has come true. Not a single one has failed! 

Song: O Jesus, I Have Promised
O Jesus I have promised to serve thee to the end; be thou forever near me, my Master and my Friend: I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side, nor wander from the pathway if thou wilt be my guide.
O let me feel thee near me, the world is ever near; I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear: my foes are ever near me, around me and within; o Jesus draw thou nearer and shield my soul from sin.  (words: John Bode, music: Arthur Mann)

Prayer:
Lord, like the Israelites in the promised land, we are surrounded in each country with those who serve other gods and refuse to bow the knee to you. Put a shield and hedge around Your people, Lord, to keep us from the lies in each of our contexts and “the sights that dazzle and the tempting sounds we hear.”  Help us to live wholly for You. Amen.
