Scattered flock 7 5 22 – the sins that grieve God’s heart of love

Bible passage: Joshua 7:13-26
13 “Get up! Command the people to purify themselves in preparation for tomorrow. For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Hidden among you, O Israel, are things set apart for the LORD. You will never defeat your enemies until you remove these things from among you.
. . . 19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, by telling the truth. Make your confession and tell me what you have done. Don’t hide it from me.”
20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. 21 Among the plunder I saw a beautiful robe from Babylon,[a] 200 silver coins,[b] and a bar of gold weighing more than a pound.[c] I wanted them so much that I took them. They are hidden in the ground beneath my tent, with the silver buried deeper than the rest.” 22 So Joshua sent some men to make a search. They ran to the tent and found the stolen goods hidden there, just as Achan had said, with the silver buried beneath the rest. . . 24 Then Joshua and all the Israelites took Achan, the silver, the robe, the bar of gold, his sons, daughters, cattle, donkeys, sheep, goats, tent, and everything he had, and they brought them to the valley of Achor. 25 Then Joshua said to Achan, “Why have you brought trouble on us? The LORD will now bring trouble on you.” And all the Israelites stoned Achan and his family and burned their bodies. 

Song: O For A Closer Walk with God
O for a closer walk with God, the calm of sins forgiven, a light to shine upon the road that leads at last to heaven.
O gentle Messenger, return – return O holy Dove. I hate the sins that made you mourn and grieved your heart of love.
From every idol I have known now set my spirit free; O make me worship You alone, and reign supreme in me.
(words: William Cowper, music John Dykes)

Prayer:
Lord, we plead the covering of Your blood over our sins.  Keep us from the three-fold guilt of seeing, coveting and taking, as Achan did, what You have expressly forbidden.  Only You can empower us to “will and do of Your good pleasure” (Phil.2;13).  We mourn our sinfulness and grieving Your heart of love.  Set our spirits free, Lord, in Your mercy. Amen.
